Bas Bleu builds on its double challenge

ﬁ;' Lisa Bornstein

ROCKEY MOUNTAIN NEWS

This either will be Wendy Ishil’s
maost brillinnt idea or her greatest
folly. There's not a lot of room for
middle ground for the co-founder
and artistic director of Fort Col-
lins’ Bas Bleu Theatre.

Not many people expand a com-

munily theater to double Its audi-
ence size. Even fewer renovate a
century-old machine shop to do
it. They don't build the house be-
fore they've got the cash, and they
certainly don't open it with both
parts of Angels in America, one
of the most lauded and challeng-
ing plays of the past century.

“I have this really insane idea to
open our new theater that isn't

even built yet with the most diffi-
cult play ever written,” Ishii says
with a laugh.

Financially, Bas Bleu is expand-
ing its budget and its seating with-
out cash In hand. In fact, the $3
million capital campaign hasn't of-
ficially begun — board members
still are in the quiet stage of look-
ing for deep pockets. But they
have one benefactor who could be

one of the greatest mortgage lend-
ers a company ever had: former-
Beirut hostage Thomas Suther-
land, who formed a limited liabili-
ty corporation to buy the building
and tum it into a theater for $1.1
million. The plan is for Bas Bleu Lo
buy thie theater back by 20086,
“Usually you raise money, buy
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Angels n
America

» When and where:
Part I: Millennium
Approaches opens Oct. B;
Part II: Perestroika opens
Oct. 2. The two run in
repertory Nov.
20 at Bas Bleu Theatre,
401 Pine 5t., Fort Collins
B Cost:S1010 525
¥ Information:
970-498-8949
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sees rare collaboration
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thie buklding, fx the bullding up.”

| says board member Gary Tho-

mas, “We bought the building.
fixed the buillding up and now
Wi T Eonna raise the mony.”

The new home is o century-old
machine and blackarmithing shop
most attraetive for s historical
status and the trusses that allow
for no  Intedor eolumns or
Tond-bearing walls. That provides
fior soame Lerrifie open it lnes in
a space Lhat orkginadly was 1 10 feet
long nnd 58 feet wite,

The firsi construction phise 18

| pearly somplete, dividing the
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gabery, modern bathrooms and
a 09-sent theater. Eventually, the
theater hopes to add second-
fioor offices, o rehearmal space
and & backstage scene shop,

The openiry peoduction, An-
pels in Ameriog, has Decome pos-
gibily the largest theatrieal colloho-
ratian in Forl Colling history. Al
though Bas Bleu s underaiting
tive shoe's budget, in-kind contri-
butions bave corme from s com-
petitor, OpenStage Theatre, Colo-
mdo State University and the
portivern Colorado ATDGS Project.

“It s just fabulous the way the
cominunity has gahanized be-
hind this project,” Ishil says
“we're bullding this beawtifiol
eandboe aeposs the Uracks here,
nnd I wanted everyone Lo come
and play in iL"

Even the directors are collabo-
rating, with Laurs Jones, head of
the CSU Ueater department, di-
recting Parl I and Denver direc-
for Terry Dodd taking on Part II.
Although Jomes says she felt only
mildly pressured to inchade them
kn the cast, Ixhii ks playing the An-
gel. OpenBtage artistic director
Denise Burson Freestone pliays
Hannah Fitt nnd OpenSiage pro-
ducer Bruce K Freestons plays
Raoy Cohn.

“We knew that we wanted Lo
find a slot for Wendy and we
knew that we wanted 0 use
Erece and Denkse I we oould,”
Jones says. “I knew thak no mal-
ter how It eame out that people
woulld appreciate that we wre oon-
cerned frsi and foremost with
e mbegrity of the seript.”

Angels fn Americg Opens on
the heels of the HBO minkseries
of the play., which last month
beat Roots with the miost Emmy
gwnrds @ver. [shil sees that nsn
marketing gift, and Jones sees (&
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Bas Blen Theatre Company '

is making enormous
fimaneial and spatial jumps
with its move to new digs
blocks away From e
storefront in Fort Collins.

do, becnuse its extremsaly theatr-
eal,” Jones says. “The intimacy of
this space Is 50 incredible, and
tive meoustics are terrifie, too, IE
{the movie) doesn't matier be-
raUSe You're 30 close thist you'ne
righl there in the scene with
thiose people.”

Meanwhile longtime friends
Diadd and Janes had (o novigate
the pitfalls of having two direc-
tors on different parts of o single
work.

“I'm sure Teimy was apprehen-
sive, beeause 1 had them fGrst”
Jones smys. “Both parls are very
different plays, 501 think therewill
b+ gaire evidence of that (differing
stybes), bul appropristely s0.”

Aned with two different perspec
tives, the directors will comple
ment one another working on
what Eushner himself subtitied
A Gap Fantasia om Natiomal
Themes, JONER S0¥'8.

= fes:l e comfortable works
img with Terry because I'm
straight and he's gay, becauss
[*m @ worman and he's & man, -
cnuse we bring different sensibil-

amnount of work to e dons. Even
ns new walls nnd paint geamed,
the company couldn't get into
ihve theater untll 13 days befom)
opening. For strength, Ishil
draws on her favorite playwright,
Bamuel Backett,

=1 can't go on,” she quotes. T
g an.”




