Bas Bleu Theatre

opens fall season

*Special to the Collegian

The Bas Bleu Theatre Company's

productions of "Angels in America:
Millennium Approaches,” Oct. 6, 2004.

By ANNA WELLE
campus(@lamar.colostate.edu

An award winning work of art,
written by Tony Kushner, 1s mak-
ing an impact on Fort Collins.

“Angels 1n America,” an
intense, dramatic and comically
entertaining play, depicts a multi-
tude of American traits woven
into eight different characters; all
experiencing the brutal beginning
of the AIDS epidemic in the
1980s.

The production is debuting as
the first show and season opener
in Bas Bleu Theatre’s new Old
Town location in the Giddings
Building, 401 Pine St. The the-
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‘Angels In America” exp

ANGELS
Continwed from fiont

atncal company colleborated
wiith local OpenSiage Theatre and
the CSU Theatre Program o cme
e one of the larpest collactive
culiral projects in Colorado
“This is a tremendous underak-
ing" said Bas Bleu Managing
Durecior, Roben Resd, “l is one
of the best plays written in the
raenticth ceniuary, and (the aclors)
are givimg il everything they've
The cast includes award-win-
nng members from  production
companies in FartLolling, Depver
and Boulder. Wendy [shii, Bas
Blew's amistic director, plays
Sister Ella Chapler. Denise
Burson Freestone and Bruce K
Freestome,  co-founders  of
OpenStage Theatre, play Hannah
Pt and Roy Cohn

Every member ruly brungs
womething 1o the stage, Laura
Norman, a graduate from
Llui\.'vcr':.il:f.- of Marthern Colomdo,
plavs an unsahle Bousewdfe
mamed Harper Pitt, Pin dives inso
a fantasy-laden reality, delivering

cxpressive odd amd dramatic
BOCICS

“Wou ged imvalved in the lives of
these characters.” said Laura
lones, “Angels in America” direc-
tor. “You develop empathy and
imlenest

The complex and developed
characters combimed represent
figures including image-con-
scious lnwyers, closet hormosexu:
als, Mormons, ex-dmg queens,
Jews and o Valium addict. The
intertwining lives explore the
wiays Amencans have expen-
enced AIDS, offenng dialogue
and relatson 1o the moden epi-
demic

"It is & way for our commaniy
o rause awnreness aboal o prob-
lem that affects everyone,” Ishii
iaad.

Topics of palincs, after-life,
relationships and illness flow
along with snippets of moral prin-
ciples and non-human visitors

The piece is considered for
“mature  agdiences only"  amd
presents confroversial and sensi-
tive subjects.

1 don’t think it's up to art 1o
Efvg us answers,  Jomes said
“Instead, it must ask us the impar-
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ta questions. This play asks
many vital guestions.”

BJIHHIHF together three major
production companies and associ-
mmg with Rainbow Chonas, Fort
Collins Museum ol
Comtemporary Am and Northen
Colomdo AIDS Project allows the
community 0 get involved with
this imporiant subjeci. It also
roquines coheston befween several
organizations, which is something
Ishii hopes 1o set & an example,

YAll orgamizations ane awane and
concermned aboul gelting the com-
mumnty engaged in the theme of
this play,” Bshil said “In my very
idealistic way, | think if all these
very desperate an projects can
work together at the prassroots
bevel, they can be an example o

(mire  troubled aress of the
world).”
“Angels in Amenica” is the

begpenning of a mew life for the
Caddings ]:'Iuﬂl!lnF Historic
preservationists and Old Town
enthusiasts are excited o see the
old blacksmith shop transform
el i world-class theater

Built in 1910, the site was orgi-
nally used by Frank D. Giddings
for Western Steel Headgate
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lores AIDS experiences

401 Pine St.

The epic Pulitzer Prize winning “Angels in America” per-
forms as two full-length plays.
* “Part I: Millennium Approaches” debuted Oct. 8
CSU's Director of Theater, Laura Jones is directing,
* Denver guest artist Terry Dodd will direct Tony award
winning “Part |l: Perestroika” which debuts Oct. 22.
Both parts run Friday and Saturday evenings through

Tickets are $17 for adults and $10 for smdants
Bas Bleu Theatre

Company. Until 2002, the COmmpa-
ny produced Brigation and soil-
sampling equipmeni.

Today, the expansive, brick
warchouse-like struciure is a ren-
ovaded, intimabe, siate-of-the-an
theaire. A combined lobby and art
exhibition area allows the aodi-

ence members and artisis @
socialize fogether after perform-
ances,

The 1 3-year-old non-profit com-
pany, Bas Blew, was founded by
former New Yorker Wendy Ishii
and Eva Wright, and is fundamen-
tal o the cubaral and creative

heart of Fort Colling

With over 450 evenis and 1,000
performances under jis  belt,
acoonding to Ishii, Bas Bleu has
“worked very hard and buili an
aadience, over time, that is hun-
gry for thought provoking plays.”



