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From Margaritas 10 (,hampagne

The Tale of a Little Salon Theatre That Could

KATE FORGACH

Many schemes have been hatched over a Rio
Grande marganta, but few have produced as
rrc a h‘i[d a5 Ihl’." B.'I.'i “Jl’."u rrl'll:ﬂ[l'ﬂ'.

It was a grey December day in 1991
when Eva Wight and Wendy Ishii stepped
out for a quick lunch. Ishii, a professional
ACTTESS :I-I'I.:Illl HL"'!'I-' 1|'l‘|.:lf k. illll.‘ "H"Iﬁﬂ'lh d drd.E]'lil
teacher, actress and director from Sweden,
soon found they were arristic soul martes.
Given their demeanors, prrh;:p!i. it was inevi-
table they left the Rio determined to creare a
modern s:th::n-_ur}rh: theatre in Fort Collins.

Fueled by enthusiasm, and perhaps a
fl:fl'u'l'l:l'l l:!-l'- Iﬂquliﬂ Il'll'_ | R wnﬂdﬂ r-l.l.l []]d
Town, pressing their noses against chilly win-
dm-'-'pﬂ ncs In "I-CJJ'EI'I “I 4an .ll:lﬁmlnn-u.{ I.'HJIJ'JIHF
thar might serve as their theatrical home.

-I-hi.“. l.IuJILk lLiI'ELI! ‘L'I“L"l] F[JLI.T I'IH‘I..'IIE- Ll“.'r-
The hard work has never ended.

Mearly thirteen years have passed and the
second stage of that l:]'Lill].r winter dream has
become a reality. The “linle salon-thearre™
l.'.l-r.‘EIl'Ii- its 2004-05 season Frnday, October
H in its new, supersized” home: the historic

Giddings Building at 401 Pine 5t

It's a [Pmud. exciting and nerve-inducing
moment for -'I:ll as Bl"i B|-::u1 i.l'l 'i.'u]]lhﬂﬂlriuﬂ
with OpenStage Theare and the Colorado
State University Theatre Program, opens
Tony Kushner's Puliczer Prize-winning Angels
in America: Millenninm .-‘I‘rljl‘i'n.l.rl'.".lrl.l'.'i.

The Giddings Building may be vodeling
distance from “Le Petit Bas Bleun,” as Ishii calls
their former home at 216 Pine St., but there's
a world of diference in many other ways:

* Le Perit seats 49; Le Grand seats 99,
with plans to cxpand to 149.

* Le Petit had zilch storage room. Le
Grand: Well, there are several SLOTAEE rooms

with vast ceilings, bur they're already stacked
to the rafters.

* [ & Perit’s Inhl!'r:.' was g0 small thar inter-
missions were shoulder-to-shoulder, Le Grand
not I.'Iﬁl}' hﬂ.’ﬁ. Fl ::nmn'.lrh:rtnw; lﬂhh}' I:lll[ TI'I{"H:'F.':-
swome room in the theatre for charting as well.

OF course, many theatre fans have a strong
i'l.ﬂ;."i.lii.l‘ll I.UI Lf

theatre took its place on the Fort Collins’
stage. The plays, names, actors past and
present come spilling our of the pages.
(Strangely, two names in pamicular are
repeated over and over: Wendy Ishii and
Samuel Becketr, Wendy Ishii and Samuel
Beckert. Does Doug Ishii know abour this?)

-I.-III.'.'iI I.IZIL'H:

Peur Bas Blew. Iis
history has become
|n|:a_1rra[ o a ciry
thar ?rldl"': m:-lf
on offering a van-
ety of performing
arts venues. Bas
BIII:IJL!E |'Ii5|.'l'.|r_|." '.'IJE-CI
is tied up with our
altection tor Old
Town and how
the theatre helped
enliven that little-
raveled block of
Pine Street.
Landlord Les
Sunde saw the

potential  and,
although he had
several offers, he
viewed the build-
ing as part of his family and held our for just
the right tenant. Das Bleu’s founders won his
hearr and renovations began.

The building that had once housed: the
Salvation Army and a TV repair shop was
SO0N SPOTInG 2 new floor, pn:s.-;rd-ﬁn ceil-
ings, a new light system and ancient mohair
theatre seats, all courtesy of Sunde.

Paging I:hrquh Bas Bleu’s hursrmg his-
tory books of aging programs, reviews, fan
letters and more, one can sce the lights go E
up-and the pancake makeup go on as the

Thnhuﬂdine:ﬂuﬂlaumvcallnhuﬂ.-:ircnn
long time ago.

are the numbers:
Ishii says they
have |m1~durﬂl,
performed, exhib-
ited or hosted over
450 events and
a toml of 1,000
I:'l-crl'urrnancﬁ that
were viewed by
more than 30,000
patrons and
.][I"rl..lJ'l'L'd TMOre
than 2,100 artists,
performers, writ-
oTs, d:ﬁignrrs and
rechnicians.

The list of
Bas Bleus awards
5 extensive. But
pethaps the most
prestigious  awards
arc lemers from fans; ewo in particular stand our

The fimst was written after a p:rf'uun:m.r of
Bas Blew's premiere production, Dier for Cine by
Tom Kempinski. The woman thanked Ishii for
her il performance as a famous violinist
with multiple sclerosis, saying she was writing
from the viewpoint of “one who lives ir.”

“As vou portray...[ijt is very difficult
to find and establish a new identity when
Just surviving can be unpredictable and sclf-
esteem a flecting commodity. Thank you for
helping to educare others,”

A second woman wrote in 1995 after
viewing Trifles, a story of spousal abuse.

“You were ralking abour me. 1 am edu-
cared, a professional and a very sophisticared
woman. .. but | never saw the pattern of abuse
until Thursday night. | can say with certain-
ty thar the chain is now broken—thanks o
_:l'UIJ—I.H.'L_:lLL""I: '|"|l'i‘|.|'| Y ICW WELIETESS, J i
on the path w healing.”

Such a rich history—a rich harvesr—in
such a tiny little building,

And now the company faces the challenge
of Le Grand Bas Bleu, a building with its own
history and its own unforeseen problems.

With move-in just thireen days before open-
ing, night, Ishii says the entire company was so
frazzbed they were happy 1o go with an “industni-
H.:l-‘l:h:ﬂ:q IL':H.':Il: I';'rr I]'K;' b= PI.I_','ILH f]ﬂ:- tl'l'[: I.'I'Iﬂn'llTl;','I'.'i.
bare concrete floor and cxpmrjduumnk.

Alter all, it's a play with raw emotions. so
why not a raw set?

More raw emotions will be on display in
the building's lobbyfart gallery, where ren
artists’ work relate to issues affecting the gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender commu-
nity. The questions posed and the thoughts
inspired by these works are all a part of the
Bas Bleu expericnce as conceived over mar-
garitas thirteen years ago on a grey winter day
at the Rio Grande.

ﬁl[huugh colounder Eva Wright is now
involved in other pursuits, shell be on hand
for the inaugural woast opening nighr; but this
rime ir'll be champagne, not margaricas. =
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Awngele in America: Millenwinm Approaches debuts
an fh'l:-nl:l-er ﬂ-. F-nllnwd Iii_r -iﬂ:rll J'l -I'IM-I"I‘I'L-I.'E'
Perestroika on October 225 both shows run in reper-
tory through Nevember 20, Tickets available online
at ticketlcap.com or call 970/498-8949. Look for a
review of part one in next week's Bullirorn.



